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On Any Given Weekend
Simple Things You Can Do
to Help Your Home Become
“Firewise”
Improving your home’s chance
of surviving a wildfire can seem
like an overwhelming task – one
that you may feel is impossible
to achieve. Not necessarily so!
Research shows that flying
embers (firebrands) and creeping surface fire are significant
contributors to the loss of
homes to wildfires…sometimes
hours after the fire has passed.
To begin making your home and
property “Firewise,” start with
the structures on your property
and move out as time allows.
Keep in mind that anything
attached to a structure (deck,
fence, overhang, etc) is part of
the structure.
As a final check, take a stroll
around your property area with
an imaginary match in your
hand. If you see a place where
you would not feel comfortable
lighting a match, throwing it
down and walking away, you still
have some Firewise work to do.
Remember to keep a maintenance schedule to ensure your
property is lean, clean, and green
before spring and fall.

7
Create a 10-foot clearance around
your propane tank. Keep grass mowed
short or fill in the area with rocks or
gravel.
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1
Clean pine needles, leaves and branches
off roofs and out of rain gutters.

3
Clean out all areas that tend to be natural traps for leaves, pine needles and
embers from a fire such as on and
under decks, window wells and next to
foundations.
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Voyager Village - a Firewise Journey

Remove tree branches that extend over
your roof.

The Towns of Jackson, Scott,
and Webb Lake in Burnett
County are considered to be
communities at very high risk,
in terms of wildfire danger.
These towns are in the heart
of an area hit by a massive
wind event on July 1, 2011. A
6,000-acre homeowner association, Voyager Village, lies within
portions of each township.

4
Remove all flammable materials within the
first 3 to 5 feet around structures. Fill in
this area with something completely nonflammable, such as decorative stone or
gravel.
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From the Editors...
When do wildfires occur?

Evergreens are especially flammable;
remove any trees necessary to keep at
least 15 feet between the branches from
tree to tree within 30 feet of buildings.
Lower branches should be pruned up 6
to 10 feet from the ground.

8
Remove all dead branches, trees and
shrubs within 100 feet of your home.

Keep flammables like lumber and firewood at least 30 feet from buildings.
Embers have been known to smolder in
firewood stacks and catch fire long after
the fire itself has passed.

In Wisconsin, most wildfires occur in April and May, after
the snow is gone and before plants have greened up.
Wildfire danger also increases with warmer temperatures, lower humidity, and windy days. However, as this
chart indicates, wildfires can occur any time of the year
when the ground is not snow-covered. Storm debris, ash
disposal, fireworks, and disregard for burning permit
restrictions can make the problem worse.
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If you have any comments, questions, or ideas for
the newsletter, contact:

WDNR-Forestry
Point of Origin
PO Box 7921
Madison, WI 53707
608-267-7677
DNRFRPointofOrigin@wisconsin.gov
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides
equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services
and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan. If you have
any questions, please write to
Equal Opportunity Office,
Department of Interior,
Washington, D.C. 20240.
This publication is available in
alternative format (large print,
Braille, audiotape, etc.) upon
request. Please call (608) 2677494 for more information.

Keep trees and shrubs well-spaced in the
area 30 to 100 feet around buildings; thin
trees and shrubs so that their branches
are at least 10 feet apart.

point of origin

Our purpose is to provide you with information
about the services, products, and direction of the
Wisconsin DNR and the various partners in protection, referring specifically to wildfire prevention, suppression, and outreach. Building partnerships is the
key to success!
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Local DNR Forestry staff had
been working with Voyager
Village for more than a year
prior to the storm, guiding
them through the steps to
become a recognized Firewise
Community. A Firewise assessment had been conducted in
2010. Local DNR staff and fire
department personnel toured
the development with community members, discussing forest
fire and emergency access concerns. In turn, the board of
Voyager Village agreed to begin
work to educate their community on fire prevention and they
quickly began implementing
fuels reduction efforts. Voyager
Village was assisted with
National Fire Plan funds provided to them through the
Division of Forestry’s hazard
mitigation program. Over the
next year Voyager Village sent a
Firewise mailing to property
owners, erected a Smokey Bear
fire danger sign, and completed
fuels reduction work in com-

monly-owned portions of the
development.
After the storm hit the area,
property owners in Voyager
Village were in a better position to begin the long, arduous
task of mitigating the damage
to their community.
Relationships with Department
staff were in place, they had
already demonstrated accountability in conducting hazard
mitigation projects, and they
were well within the process of
becoming a Firewise
Community. Steve Johnson,
property manager at Voyager
Village, recently sent this in an
email, “I want to thank you for
your help and staff over the
past two years. I am very happy
that we started on the things
we did before the storm
because that info and awareness has been very helpful to
this community.” At the end of
December, Steve submitted an
application for Firewise
Community recognition;
Voyager Village is planned to be
presented with an award and
recognition materials at a community event this spring.

(top) A wooded area after
fuels reduction; (middle)
Heavy equipment is used
on a fuels reduction project; (bottom) Smokey
Bear fire danger sign

For more information,
contact Marty Kasinskas
(715) 376-2299
or Jim Gobel
(715) 635-4132.
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Town of Rome Curbside Chipping Program
The Town of Rome, in Adams County, Wisconsin is a
community at very high risk to wildfire due to its sandy
soils, flammable vegetation type (primarily red pine plantations and scrub oak/jack pine mix), and development patterns. It is a town of over 3,000 full time residents with a
large population of folks that visit seasonally.

Rome’s curbside chipping program
educates homeowners on steps they
can take to prepare their homes for
wildfire and provides a convenient
means of brush disposal.

The majority of homes are located in high density,
wooded subdivisions where oak wilt and dying pine has
resulted in increasing quantities of standing and fallen dead
timber. This fuel buildup increases the risk to homes
should a wildfire occur. Although Rome has a transfer site
for brush drop off, many property owners do not have the
means to transport brush to the site and this is a difficult
option for the large retirement-age population of the area.

Spring is not a good time to be burning
Over 75% of all wildfires in Wisconsin occur in
the months of March, April and May. After the
snow-cover disappears, vegetation is dead and dry; this
coupled with stronger winds, low humidity, higher temperatures and people burning without proper burning
permits is a deadly combination.

With the assistance of local Division of Forestry staff,
the local fire department, and other stakeholders, the
Town of Rome completed a Community Wildfire
Protection Plan (CWPP) in 2007. Within the CWPP, a
curbside chipping program was identified as a community
fuels reduction strategy to provide a convenient means of
brush disposal for property owners.

Wildfires can happen to anyone
Human-caused wildfire ignitions do not discriminate against age, gender, profession or physical
ability. Statistics show a wide variety of demographics
for those responsible for starting a wildfire. It is important to remember that people cause over 98% of all
wildfires in Wisconsin.

Since the fall of 2008, the Town has conducted a chipping project each spring and fall targeting a different area
of the Town. Using town staff and equipment, the brush
that property owners move to the curb is either chipped
or hauled to the transfer site where it is later chipped
and used for boiler fuel. Cost share funds are provided
by the Division of Forestry through the Hazard Mitigation
Program which is funded by National Fire Plan funds.
By the end of 2012, every property owner in Rome will
have been made aware of the wildfire risk of the community they live or vacation in,
been offered a home ignition
zone assessment, received
information about Firewise
recommendations for preparing their home for wildfire and
had access to a convenient
method for disposing of hazardous vegetative fuel from
their property (3,540 cubic
yards to date).

Burning places people at risk
Several civilian injuries and even deaths occur
each year in Wisconsin; most are related to
attempts to put out an escaped fire.
Rome’s town crew at work during fall
2011 curbside chipping project.
Photo: Amy Luebke, Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources

How do wildfires start?

Rome’s chipping program has
been very effective and so well
received that the Town is very
likely to continue it into the
future.

Debris burning (brush,
leaves, burn barrels) is a
major contributor to
wildfires in Wisconsin.
Most of these fires occur
before 6:00 p.m. and are
often a result of people
burning without a permit
and burning illegal items.
Permits restrict burning
to times when weather
conditions are more
favorable.

Wisconsin Wildfire Causes 2000-2010
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Spring is finally here!
Warmer temperatures bring
the start of local farmers markets, longer daylight hours, and
the anticipation of a big catch
on the fishing opener.
Unfortunately, these warmer
temperatures are usually
accompanied by many
Wisconsin residents and visitors who feel compelled every
spring to burn their yard waste. The DNR is asking the
public not to conduct any residential burning right
now. Here’s why:
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Burning places homes and
communities at risk

Burning is a
nuisance

Be Ember Aware

Debris pile or burn
barrel smoke can find a path
to your neighbor’s home.
Burning is smelly and
unhealthy. Neighbors will be
thankful when you choose
more environmentally-friendly alternatives.
Burning is not the only option
There are so many alternatives to burning such as
composting, recycling, or leaving yard waste in the
woods for wildlife habitat. Several communities have established disposal sites or garbage pick-up and drop-off locations. Check locally before burning.

(Above) Embers produced by the fire on the right side
of the road landed on the left side of the road, igniting
dried grass and causing new fires to form.

The fire danger changes daily
If burning is truly the only option, throw a tarp over
the materials to keep them dry and wait to burn
until the ground is completely snow-covered. Minimize the
chance of starting a wildfire. Be sure to obtain a proper
permits and check with local fire officials for other tips to
make a fire safe.
Have you gotten this yet?
Always obtain proper permits, check with local fire
officials before conducting any outdoor burning,
and looks for other ways to be fire safe in your community.
Remember Smokey’s famous saying, “Only you can prevent
wildfires!”
For more information on burning permits and
today’s fire danger, visit

dnr.wi.gov search keyword “fire.”

Your Home Can Survive a Wildfire
Wildfires are a part of life in much
of Wisconsin but your home CAN
survive a wildfire. Research has
shown that the characteristics of
buildings and their immediate surroundings determine their survivability. That’s why preparing your
home and the area around your
home, known as the home ignition
zone, is so important. Every step
you take, no matter how small,
makes your home that much safer.
Start today! Find more information at www.dnr.wi.gov search
“Firewise.”

Nearly 80 structures are burned during wildfires
each year in Wisconsin. Many times, these structures are
lost as a result of the property owner or a neighbor
burning brush or other debris.

Wildfire in Wisconsin Video

Burning places natural resources
at risk

Copies of the “Wildfire in Wisconsin: Would Your Home Survive”
video are available. The video tells the story of George Voyles, whose
home stood undamaged though his property scored a direct hit by the
3400-acre Cottonville Fire of 2005 in Adams County. George had taken
steps to make his property safer from the threat of wildfire, and his
efforts worked. His captivating story is a motivation for
other rural landowners to take action to protect
their own homes. Send an email to
DNRFRPointofOrigin@Wisconsin.gov to have a
copy of the DVD mailed to you. A link to the
video is also available on our website: dnr.wi.gov
(search ‘Firewise’).

Trees are a valuable resource. When an
unplanned wildfire occurs, an economic, aesthetic, and
cultural resource is threatened. Unfortunately, trees
can’t run for their lives.
Wildfires cost you
Anyone found responsible for starting a wildfire
is liable for all suppression costs. On average,
the DNR bills over $300,000 in suppression costs to
the public every year. Visiting a transfer site or paying a
minimal fee to dispose of yard waste and garbage is a
worthwhile investment.
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Firebrands are burning embers produced by wildfire
which are lifted high into the air and carried beyond
the fire front. Firebrands are one of the major causes of homes burned during a wildfire. Typical firebrand materials include things like pine cones and
bark. Depending on wind speed and size of materials, firebrands can be carried more than ½ mile
ahead of the fire front. A shower of thousands of
firebrands can be produced during a major wildfire
event. If these firebrands land in areas with easily
ignited fuels, such as piles of leaves or pine needles,
numerous spot fires can start. Homes located blocks
away from the main fire front can be threatened.
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